
Saints’ Stories & News
October 30, 2009

GENERAL INFORMATION

Saturday, October 31, 2009 Youth Sports Basketball Registration 10:00 – 11:00 AM Gym
Sunday, November 1, 2009 Daylight Savings Ends - -
Monday – Thursday, November 2 – 5 CTP4 Pilot Testing -3rd & 4th Grade - -
Tuesday, November 3, 2009 All Saints Eucharist – 1st – 8th Grade 8:25 AM Sanctuary
Wednesday, November 4, 2009 PTO General Meeting 8:15 AM Parish Hall
Wednesday, November 4, 2009 Safeguarding God’s Children 6:00 – 9:00 PM Youth Room
Thursday, November 5, 2009 HSEC Holiday HULLABALOO 12:00 PM Parish Hall
Thursday, November 5, 2009 No Chapel – 1st – 8th Grade - -
Friday, November 6, 2009 NO SCHOOL / CEC OPEN - -
Friday, November 6, 2009 SAES Conference/In-Service - -
Sunday, November 8, 2009 Episcopal School Sunday 10:30 AM Parish Hall
Tuesday, November 10, 2009 Veterans’ Day Chapel 8:25 AM Sanctuary
Wednesday – Friday, November 11 – 13 Camp Allen – 4th Grade - -
Friday, November 13, 2009 ECO-link Unleashed – 6th & 7th Grades 8:25 AM Parish Hall

ALL SAINTS HOLY EUCHARIST, NOVEMBER 3
Our All Saints Holy Eucharist will be held Tuesday, November 3, 2009, at 8:25 AM in the Sanctuary for grades 1st through
8th. Official uniforms are required. MS STUDENTS MUST WEAR THEIR BLAZERS. There will be no Chapel for
grades 1st through 8th on Thursday, November 5, 2009; therefore, they may wear their informal uniforms on that day.

COMMUNITY SERVICE DAY – NOVEMBER 24TH

PREPARATIONS CONTINUE FOR
HSES ANNUAL COMMUNITY SERVICE DAY, NOVEMBER 24

Thank you to everyone who has sent in their travel size toiletries during the month of October. Keep them coming, many
more are needed to make hygiene kits. The items needed include: travel sizes of shampoo, bar soap or body wash, lotion,
deodorant, toothpaste and toothbrush, and disposable razors

We are also now collecting newspapers for cage liners for CAPS.

During the month of November we will be asking every student to make a contribution to the non-perishable sack lunches
students will assemble for MAM on Community Day of Service. Last year students made and delivered 300 sack lunches
for the MAM food pantry.

For MAM: Lunch Sacks
We really need everyone's help by making a small donation of a specific food item (see the list below). If you have
questions contact: Mrs. Goble, 713-468-5138, virginiag@hses.org

Meat serving:
3rd grade, 4th grade, 6th grade, 8th grade and 7th

Three 5 oz. cans of Vienna Sausages (small
serving size)



grade Lynch Advisory
Drink:
Dolphins, Scottie Dogs, Goldfish

One pkg. (10 count) such as Minute Maid Cooler
or Juice in a Box

Snack:
Clowns, Ladybugs, Teddy Bears

One pkg. (8 count) cheese or peanut butter
sandwich crackers

Dessert :
5th grade

Choose one of the following:
One pkg. (12 count) individual serving cookie
pkgs. such as Nabisco Munch Packs or Keebler
cookie pack
OR
Two pkgs. (6 count) 100 Calorie Cookie Bites

Fruit:
Apples, Calico Cats, 1st grade, 2nd grade, and
7th grade Gwydir Advisory

One pkg. (4 count) fruit cup or applesauce

PARENT-TEACHER CONFERENCES

EARLY CHILDHOOD AND LOWER SCHOOL CONFERENCES
We are looking forward to the opportunity to meet with parents to discuss their children’s progress on Monday,
November 16th. The teachers have posted sign-up sheets by their classroom doors. Please take a few minutes to stop by
your child’s classroom to sign-up for a conference time. Conferences are scheduled last approximately 20 minutes.
Students will not have school on this day.

MIDDLE SCHOOL CONFERENCE SIGN UP
Middle School parent-teacher conferences are on Monday, November 16th. Middle School conferences are not
mandatory; however, teachers welcome the opportunity to discuss the progress of students with their parents. If your child
received less than an 80% in any course, we highly recommend that you schedule a conference with that teacher. If you
wish to have a conference with some or all of your child’s teachers, please sign up for MS conferences by Friday,
November 7. The sign up sheets are posted by teacher in alphabetical order in the MS entrance area. If you are unable to
meet with a teacher(s) on November 16 and wish to have a conference, please contact the teacher via e-mail to arrange
another day to meet.

MIDDLE SCHOOL CONFERENCE PROCEDURES
When you arrive on Monday, November 16th, please proceed to your conferences as scheduled. If the teacher’s door is
open and it is time for your conference, you may enter the room for your conference. If the door is closed, the teacher is
conferencing with a parent(s) or preparing for the next conference. You may sit in a chair outside the classroom to wait.
The teacher will open the door when available again.

Please limit your time with each teacher to approximately 15 minutes so that everyone will have a chance to meet with their children’s
teachers. If an extended conference is necessary, please make arrangements with the teacher for a conference on another
day.

Note: Mrs. Hogan will not be holding conferences on November 16th because of the all-day MS play practice. If you want
to schedule a conference with her, please contact Mrs. Hogan via email to arrange a conference on another day. Also, part-
time teachers and those who work with Lower School and Middle School students are not available for the entire day. If
you need to meet with one or more of these teachers and cannot meet at the times during which they are available, please
feel free to contact them and arrange to meet with them on another day.

LOWER SCHOOL

3RD & 4TH GRADE CTP4 PILOT TESTING – NOVEMBER 2 – 5
All third and fourth grade students will be taking the CTP4 achievement and ability exams on November 2 – 5. We are
pilot testing this exam, as explained in the meetings held earlier this year, to determine if this exam better serves the needs
of advancing our students’ education than the SAT10 that has been used over the past many years. Based on the pilot test
results in grades 5 – 8 last fall, the Middle School will be using this exam as its standardized test in April. If similar results
are seen during this year’s pilot test, we will switch to the CTP4 for grades 3 and 4 in the 2010-11 school year.

To help your children perform at their best, please ensure they do the following:

1. Get at least 8 hours of sleep on Sunday, November 1 through Wednesday, November 4.



2. Eat a healthy breakfast that includes protein on the mornings of Monday, November 2 through Thursday,
November 5.

3. Arrive between 8:00 and 8:10 a.m. on the mornings of Monday, November 2 through Thursday, November 5.
Children who do not feel rushed getting to class on time tend to test better.

4. Do not come to school if sick. Illness usually reduces performance on exams.

5. Do not take children out for morning appointments on Monday, November 2 through Thursday, November 5.

FOURTH GRADE CAMP ALLEN ECO-LINK TRIP
During November 11-13, the fourth grade will attend the Discovery Program at Camp Allen in Navasota, Texas as part of
the school's ECO-link program. For two nights and three days, students will be involved in hands-on experiences under
the direction of the Discovery Camp counselors that teach new skills, build confidence, and instill an appreciation for the
environment. Students will be involved in a variety of activities that will include, aquatics and Native American studies,
walking the Texas Living History Trail, canoeing, horseback riding, light hiking, team building, and a campfire and skit
night.

Fourth graders will need to get a goodnight's rest on Tuesday, November 10th, as they need to be at school by 7:15 AM in
order to board the bus at 7:30 AM for the 75-minute ride to Camp Allen. Remember to bring bug spray, sunscreen and a
camera. Students will not need any money. Please make sure that we have a copy of your insurance information to take on
the trip. LABEL EVERYTHING.

Our scheduled time of departure from Camp Allen on Friday, November 13 is 1:30 PM. We will call the school to let
them know that we are on the road. The estimated time of arrival back at HSES is 2:45 PM. We will unload the bus near
the flagpole. Students may be dismissed to a parent as soon as the bus has been unloaded. Anyone not picked up by 3:30
PM will be taken to their normal carpool.

THE BABY IN THE MANGER KINDERGARTEN PERFORMANCE
Wednesday, December 9th at 10:00 AM (CEC/EC/Parents attend)

Thursday, December 10th at 10:00 AM (LS/MS/Parents attend)
Thursday, December 10th at 6:30 PM (Parents/Community attend)

We look forward to sharing our Christmas joy with you!

MIDDLE SCHOOL

MISSING BOOKS FROM THE GWYDIR LIBRARY SHELVES
PLEASE look on the bookshelves, under the beds, and in the deep dark of the closets at home as well as in your cars and
in your backpacks for books borrowed from Mrs. Gwydir’s library and RETURN them if you aren’t reading them!
We’re especially looking for following which have a waiting list:

3 copies of 90 Minutes in Heaven (Elizabeth Davis, keep your copy as long as you need it.)
2 copies of Stormbreaker by Anthony Horowitz
City of the Beasts by Isabelle Allende
Graceling by Kristin Cashore
Peter and the Shadow Thieves by Dave Barry & Ridley Pearson
Bloomability by Sharon Creech

COSTA RICA EXCHANGE PROGRAM
!PURA VIDA!

The Costa Rica trip deadline is approaching!! It’s a wonderful part of Holy Spirit’s rich educational offerings, so don’t miss
this opportunity. Holy Spirit must let our sister school in San Jose know how many students plan to visit by the end of
October at the latest.

Students will be in Costa Rica from Feb. 24 through Mar. 5, 2010. They do not have to be fluent in Spanish. The trip is
open to fifth through eighth graders.

If you are interested, please contact Connie DuPre, Costa Rican Exchange Director, at cldupre@hses.org for forms and
information, or Brooke Frank, Assistant Director, at bbfrank@pdg.net. Forms are available at Lona Wong’s desk in the







EVENTS

THE DRUM

3rd and 4th grade students perform their play, “The Drum”.

HSES REACHES OUT TO BANGALORE, INDIA

Above are some pictures of the orphanage. The small white building on the right is where they eat, sleep AND learn, the other building to the left is their new class
room/living quarters being built with funds from a generous corporate donation. The male students are 6th and 7th graders whom my mother-in-law teaches. Note the

small "blackboard" in the background. The children in the background on the floor are 1st and 2nd graders.

In connection with the musical Indian fable, “The Drum”, the 3rd and 4th grade students became interested in India and
decided to reach out to an orphanage in Bangalore. They created photo and picture books to help the students study the
English alphabet, and later this year will be exchanging drawings and other correspondence. In addition, they have
received donations from several teacher supply stores and collected monetary donations from parents and friends who
attended the performances to offset shipping costs. Earlier in the summer, 1,953 pencils were collected and sent to the
orphanage by Holy Spirit Episcopal Church Vacation Bible School children! It has been a fantastic way to benefit the
orphanage, and a wonderful learning experience for our students and community.



I want to pass on a personal thank you to all of you for making this possible. It is not the physical things we are sending, but hope and love from
the other side of the world. We should never underestimate that, "Blessed is the influence of one true, loving human soul on another" - George
Eliot. What a wonderful lesson for our children, that "one person can make a difference"! Julianne Mani (She fostered the connection with the
orphanage)

5TH GRADE SOCIAL

The 5th graders played games, ate snacks, and won prizes during a fun-filled afternoon event on Friday, October 16th.
Special thanks to the moms that organized the activity, the 5th grade teachers for attending, and Mrs. Determann for taking
the photos!

SUNDAE MONDAY

Our Book Fair kick-off event “Sundae Monday” was held on Monday, October 19th. We had a performance by the
Showchoir, a few short plays by the Theatre 1 class, Frito Pie (with excellent chili made by Tony Varkados), and ice cream
sundaes! Thanks to Courtney McNew and her crew for organizing this great event!

GRANDPARENTS AND SPECIAL FRIEND’S DAY



Since the 1990’s, it has been a tradition at Holy Spirit to set aside one morning to celebrate a very special group of
people—our grandparents and special friends. Through chapel services, class visits, and a breakfast reception, we welcome
and honor these people that have been so important in our lives. Thank you so much to all those who attended and
helped make this such a meaningful event!

BOOK CHARACTER PARADE


